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Halloween is an annual cel-
ebration that many children
and adults look forward to each
October. From the mysterious
and the macabre to the goofy and
gregarious, Halloween speaks to
people in many different ways.
And with the opportunity to ac-
cumulate several pounds of sug-
ary treasure after a few hours of
trick-or-treating, is it any wonder
celebrants love Halloween?

While Halloween hijinks may
be ideal fun for plenty of ghosts
and ghouls, companion animals
may not be so enthusiastic come
Oct. 31. In fact, Halloween can
be a source of stress and even
dangerous for many pets.

Here are some things pet par-
ents should keep in mind prior to
Halloween.

Costumes: Pet costumes are
popular and can help own-
ers and their pets coordinate
for Halloween. Some pets may
find costumes uncomfortable
or frightening. For those with a

~6:00 - 8:00PM
JIMUSIC % GAMES &3 PHOTOS

HALLOWEEN
SPOOKTACULAR

) SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25T - 4
« HALF MILE FUN RUN (11:30am)
+ HAUNTED HALLWAY IN RED BRICK (12-3pv)
« TRICK-OR-TREAT CENTER STREET (12-3pv)

KeeP Pets safe this Halloween

mind toward creative costume
coordination, introducing the
costume to the pet slowly and
gradually can help ease the tran-
sition. Allow the pet to sniff the
costume and put treats nearby to
indicate it is no threat. If the pet
simply will not warm to the idea
of a costume, it’s best not to force
the issue.

Glow sticks: Glow sticks are
a safe way for children to enjoy

W WILD \
T§RKEY HUNT

= _RlDAY NOVEMBER 6
STARTING AT 6:30PM

2T "gog = V e
Q & : N ~N

BRING YOUR

some spooky fun on Halloween
night and become more visible
when the sun sets. But those
glow sticks may be attractive

to pets and they can bite them,
ingesting the liquid. The ASPCA
Animal Poison Control Center
says that, typically, pets experi-
ence a mild and self-limiting
taste reaction to glow stick liq-
uid. Wiping off the excess with a
damp cloth to help prevent the

pet from licking again and hav-
ing another reaction can help.

Accessibility to candy: One of
the biggest Halloween dangers for
pets is the accessibility of candy,
especially chocolate. Chocolate
is toxic and particularly danger-
ous to dogs. Chocolate with high
amounts of cacao is especially
dangerous. Raisins and gum with
the artificial sweetener xylitol
also are problematic. Candy
wrappers can get stuck in the
intestinal tract and cause a life-
threatening blockage. Lock candy
away so pets can’t get into it.

Nerves: Many youngsters will
ring the doorbell on Halloween.
Anxious pets, and even those
that normally aren’t nervous with
visitors, may be overwhelmed.
Keep pets in a dark, calm room
away from the door to reduce
anxiety and make it less likely
skittish pets will escape the home
and get lost.

Understanding common Hal-
loween dangers can help keep
pets safe on this fun-filled holi-
day.
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Visit our new HQ at 748 Center St., Lewiston!

Uewiston (Christmas ‘Walk & (Clectric i Q[ght (Parade

December 4—6, 2026 * Center Street, Lewiston
Neeaym )™

Join us for a full weekend of holiday traditions, including
our annual Christmas tree lighting and entertainment, a

% | fashionable arrival from Santa, character meet-and-greets,
féﬁ 1 petting zoo, carriage rides, the Electric Light Parade,
and of course, plenty of shopping, eating and drinking

throughout our beautifully decorated Village.

For the full weekend schedule,
visit www.upwardniagara.com
or call 716-754~-9500

Sponsored by Mount St. Mary’s Hospital & Health Center and Modern Disposal Services
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